
F 
or over 15 years, we’ve been 

fighting against free trade 

agreements that offshore and 

outsource US jobs, undermine worker 

rights around the world, harm our en-

vironment, and compromise our food 

and product safety standards.  For the 

first time since the implementation of 

NAFTA, there is legislation in Con-

gress that indicates positive momen-

tum in the struggle for fair trade pol-

icy.    The TRADE Act (Trade Re-

form, Accountability, Development 

and Employment Act) calls for a re-

view and renegotiation of existing 

trade agreements such as NAFTA, 

CAFTA, and the WTO.  It also speci-

fies what must and must not be in-

cluded in future trade agreements to 

avoid the devastating effects we’ve 

seen in recent years.  Finally, it pro-

poses a new system of negotiation and 

approval for trade agreements that 

would replace the president’s Fast 

Track authority and give more power 

to Congress and the general public. 

The bill was introduced on June 4th, 

2008, by Rep. Mike Michaud (D-ME) and 

Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-OH).  We are 

thrilled that all of our Minnesota DFL 

House Representatives have signed the 

bill:  Tim Walz (1st District), Betty 

McCollum (4th District), Keith Ellison (5th 

District), Collin Peterson (7th District), and 

Jim Oberstar (8th District).  The bill has 

received wide support from labor, environ-

mental and family farm organizations 

across the United States and is projected to 

be reintroduced to Congress in 2009, with 

an even greater number of sponsors.  

Our supporters don’t need us to explain 

why this election season is so important.  

For the first time in a long time, trade re-

form is being talked about by presidential 

candidates.  With the economy at the fore-

front of the political discourse, the time is 

right for trade reform to get the public and 

political attention that it deserves.  The 

TRADE Act is a powerful tool in this fight 

for fair trade. The members and allies of 

the Minnesota Fair Trade Coalition con-

tinue to urge all MN Congressional mem-

bers, including Senators Klobuchar and 

Coleman, to sign-on to this landmark bill.  

TRADE Act Gains Momentum with nearly 100 Cosponsors   

A Fair Shot for Fair Trade  

T 
rade issues played an un-

precedented role nationwide 

in last week’s elections, as 

both Congressional and Presidential 

races reinforced public demand for 

reform in trade and globalization 

policies.  From traditionally "free 

trade" Florida to Colorado and from 
New York to New Mexico, candi-

dates were victorious on fair trade 

platforms.  Congress gained at least 

30 fair traders, according to the new 

report "Fair Trade Gets an Upgrade" by 

Public Citizen's Global Trade Watch 

division. The number of fair trade pick-

ups in Congress could increase, depend-

ing on the results of several races not 

yet called.  

    "The 2008 election was a veritable 

tipping point for fair-trade issues, which 

just reinforces what polls have increas-

ingly shown: The public has had it with 
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nesota AFL-CIO. ―Now it is white-

collar workers whose jobs are be-

ing targeted for offshoring. Minne-

sota workers need join together to 

demand concrete solutions from 

our candidates before their only 

option is a job at Wal-Mart.‖ 

    On a national basis, the EPI data 

show that the workers most vulner-

able to offshoring are those with a 

Minneapolis, MN – Nearly half a 

million Minnesota jobs are vulner-

able to being sent overseas, high-

lighting the need for new trade and 

tax policies, said the Minnesota Fair 

Trade Coalition today. According to 

analysis by the Economic Policy 

Institute (EPI) from this year, at 

least 485,000 current Minnesota 

employees, or 19% of all Minnesota 

jobs, are considered ―offshorable‖.  

   ―The continued outsourcing of 

Minnesota jobs is not inevitable,‖ 

said Alicia Ranney, Director of the 

Minnesota Fair Trade Coalition. 

―Failed trade policies like NAFTA 

give expansive protections to U.S. 

firms that ship investment and jobs 

offshore.  If we change our trade 

policy, we can change the future, 

and keep jobs in the state rather than 

shipping them overseas.‖ 

   ―For many years, white-collar 

workers have watched as blue-collar 

jobs have been shipped to Mexico, 

China, and beyond,‖ said Steve 

Hunter, Secretary Treasurer of Min-

      Have you lost your job due to 

offshoring or outsourcing? Have 

you lost your farm because of com-

petition from cheap food dumped 

into the US market? Maybe you’ve 

been forced to immigrate to the 

United States because of these con-

ditions? Let us know, we want to 

hear your story! 

      MNFTC’s new intern, Anna 

Boyle, has launched the Minnesota 

Trade Stories Project, a collabora-

tive project with five other state 

coalitions of the Citizens Trade 

Campaign. MNFTC is looking for 

Minnesotans whose lives have been 

affected by bad trade policies. Anna 

will be collecting these stories 

through a three-month interview 

campaign which we'll use to tell 

the story of the local and personal 

impacts of trade here in Minne-

sota.  Raising awareness and pro-

viding education, both with citi-

zens and politicians, is central to 

the work of MNFTC. It is easy for 

us to  present statistics about de-

clining wages and benefits, dis-

placed jobs, and forced immigra-

tion in our state, but statistical 

data is not always the most per-

suasive tool in this complicated 

debate. The Trade Stories Project 

seeks to put a human face—a 

Minnesotan face— on the conse-

quences of unregulated trade.  

   Check out the work of the Oregon 

Fair Trade Campaign at http://

www.citizenstrade.org/oregon-

stories.php. In conjunction with 

MNFTC and the Citizens Trade 

Campaign, they’ve conducted about 

150 interviews and created a publicly 

accessible online archive of videos, 

audio files, and interview transcrip-

tions.  

      If you or someone you know 

would be willing to share your story 

for the Minnesota Trade Stories Pro-

ject, contact Anna at (320)237-4206 

or boylea@augsburg.edu. 

 

MNFTC Launches New Trade Stories Project 

Half a Million MN Jobs Susceptible to Offshoring  

Continued on page 5 

four-year college degree whose 

jobs pay $8,000 (or 14 percent) 

more per year than nonoffshorable 

jobs. Even if workers here manage 

to hold onto their jobs, they will 

still be subject to competition from 

lower-wage workers abroad and, 

consequently, earning power in 

these occupations will decrease. 

    The EPI analysis shows that 

nearly one in five Minnesota jobs 

can easily be moved offshore. A 

surprising array of state jobs are at 

risk, including computer program-

mers and call-center operators, 

actuaries and accountants, editors 

and writers, drafters and graphic 

designers, underwriters and finan-

cial analysts, and even scientists 

and mathematicians. Most jobs 

done in front of a computer are 

vulnerable to offshoring.  

    To address the offshoring prob-

lem, the MN Fair Trade Coalition 

recommends that state congres-

sional members sign on in support 

of the TRADE Act – legislation 
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Trade Act continued... 

the current race-to-the-bottom trade and globaliza-

tion model, and they voted against those who sup-

port it and for those who say they will replace it," 

said Lori Wallach, director of Public Citizen's 

Global Trade Watch division. "Public expectations 

after this trade-focused election create pressure to 

fix the existing trade agreements and policies while 

further marginalizing various Bush hangover pro-

posals, such as an expansion of the North American 

Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) to Colombia, a 

bilateral investment treaty with China, and more 

financial service liberalization through the Korea 

Free Trade Agreement and the World Trade Or-

ganization (WTO) Doha Round."  

    A total of 33 new fair-traders won seats in the 

House of Representatives, which represents a net 

gain of 26. In the Senate, 4 new fair-traders won 

seats for a net gain of 4.  In addition, 15 fair trade 

incumbents maintained their seats through tight 

races.  Both Republicans and Democrats were com-

peting on fair trade platforms; in some races, the 

candidates from both parties were anti-NAFTA. 

        Support from the Democratic Party helped to 

make the trade issue a top priority in presidential, 

Congressional and Senatorial races.  More than 130 

paid television ads addressed trade, compared to 

roughly 25 ads in the 2006 races.  President-elect 

Barack Obama ran a dozen trade ads, nearly all dur-

ing the general election.  The party’s platform for-

mally states that no future bilateral trade pacts "will 

stop the government from protecting the environment, 

food safety, or the health of its citizens; give greater 

rights to foreign investors than to U.S. investors; re-

quire the privatization of our vital public services; or 

prevent developing country governments from adopt-

ing humanitarian licensing policies to improve access 

to life-saving medications." 

    The results of these elections represent a broad 

shift in public opinion.  A poll conducted by Public 

Citizen’s Global Trade Watch division found that 

nearly three-quarters of Americans believe that a 

"free trade agreement" has had a negative effect on 

their families. And it’s not just Democrats—42 per-

cent of Republicans and 52 percent of Independents 

consider "free trade agreements like NAFTA, and the 

policies of the World Trade Organization," to be "a 

bad thing" for the U.S.  Majorities oppose NAFTA 

across every demographic, with Catholic, swing, in-

dependent and Hispanic voters among the most anti-

NAFTA blocs.  

    "Tuesday's electoral gains for fair-traders mark the 

second phase (following a 37-seat net gain by fair-

traders in 2006) of an unprecedented shift in the U.S. 

political landscape away from the disastrous trade and 

globalization policies of the past," said Todd Tucker, 

research director of Public Citizen's Global Trade 

Watch division. "The American public expects a seri-

ous debate around replacing the current model."  

MNFTC Hosts Fair Trade Forum at Augsburg College 
Over 50 students and community members gathered on October 23rd from 

across the Twin Cities and five Minnesota Universities to discuss the im-

pacts that globalization has in MN, the US and the world. The brought 

speakers who discussed a variety of issues linked to free trade, from racism 

to displaced workers, to 

the environment and 

agriculture. The event 

concluded with calls to 

action in support of the 

TRADE Act and organizations like Minnesota Fair Trade Coali-

tion, MPIRG and the Local Fair Trade Network.  (Photo at right: 

Kristen Melby (Witness for Peace), Gerardo Cajamarca (USW), 

Erik Esse (LFTN), Mike Goldman (MN DEED) Alicia Ranney 

(MNFTC), Dennis Olson (IATP), Dr. Rose Brewer (U of M). 

Photos courtesy of Barb Kucera at Workday Minnesota.  
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Fair trade was a winning issue in this year’s election.  Candidates who ran on 

fair trade platforms tended to be victorious, and trade-related advertisements 

helped to get their message out to the public.  Here are some key points: 

 

¶ 35 new fair trade representatives have been elected so far to the House, for 

a net gain of 27. 

¶ 5 new fair trade Senators have been elected so far, for a net gain of 5. 

¶ At least 18 Republicans ran on fair trade platforms. 

¶ In at least 14 congressional races, both the Republican and Democratic can-

didates were anti-NAFTA. 

¶ The Citizens’ Trade Campaign reported that 137 paid television ads about 

trade were aired. 

¶ All of Minnesotaôs fair trade incumbents held their seats in the House. 

¶ The Citizens’ Trade Campaign says that ―Obamaôs victory represents the 

first time in modern American history that a candidate advocating a shift in 

our trade policies in a decisively pro-worker, pro-consumer, pro-environment 

direction has been elected president.‖ 

For a more detailed report of election results from the 

Citizens’ Trade Campaign, visit http://

www.citizen.org/trade/politics/2008/. 

Fair Trade Highlights from ELECTION  2008 

Fair Trade  

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.rpsgb-hustings.co.uk/images/BallotPaper.JPG&imgrefurl=http://uprisingradio.org/home/%3Fp%3D2269&h=471&w=336&sz=31&hl=en&start=1&usg=__IggN9afjDaTa1qGnufuQL2px5no=&tbnid=tFuEVF7vkxb89M:&tbnh=129&tbnw=92&prev=/i
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     However  you choose to celebrate the December-January winter months, you can do so as a 

conscious consumer by buying fair trade, union-made or locally produced food, toys and other 

products.  Here is a list of fair trade retailers for that special someone on your holiday shop-

ping list:  

TEN THOUSAND VILLAGE S ð HTTP://WWW.TENTHOUSANDVILLAGES.COM  

Specializing in fair trade handmade jewelry, home decor and gifts helps improve the lives of thousands of    

artisans in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Middle East. 

867 Grand Avenue                                  14755 Victor Hugo Boulevard, Suite 101  

St. Paul, MN 55105                                 Hugo, MN 55038  

ETICA ð HTTP://ETICA FAIRTRADE.COM/  

Specializing in Fair Trade wine and other products  in order to help farmers and artisans build better futures.  

4826 Chicago Ave. S., #204 

Minneapolis, MN 55417 

PEACE COFFEE ð HTTP://WWW.PEACECOFFEE.OR G  

 Specializing in locally roasted and locally supported fair trade coffee.  

ANOTHER LAND ð HTTP://WWW.AMIAS.ORG  

Promotes cultural conservation, pride and economic empowerment through the design and production of fash-

ion accessories from rural Tanzania  

HEIFER  ð HTTP://WWW.HEIFER.ORG  

Non-profit organization offering sustainable alternatives in gift giving that works to end hunger, poverty and care 

for the earth, while promoting respect, self-sufficiency and dignity of the people they support.  

  

introduced into Congress in June, and cosponsored by over seventy-five members of the house and Senate.  In 

Minnesota, cosponsors include Representatives Peterson, Ellison, McCollum, Oberstar and Walz. 

    The TRADE Act requires a review of existing trade deals, including NAFTA, the World Trade Organization 

(WTO) and other major pacts, and sets forth what must and must not be included in future trade agreements. It also 

provides for the renegotiation of existing agreements and describes the key elements of a new trade negotiating and 

approval mechanism to replace Fast Track.  This new system would enhance Congress' role in the formative as-

pects of agreements and promote future deals that could enjoy broad support among the American public.  

    ―We cannot continue the same model of trade agreements over and over, and expect different results,‖ said 

Wade Luneburg, Political Director from UNITE-HERE Minnesota. ―Political candidates need to provide a plan for 

changing our trade and economic policies to aggressively address the continued offshoring of Minnesota jobs.‖ 

Background on the data: 

    In his seminal 2007 work, Princeton economist and former Federal Reserve Vice Chairman Alan Blinder exam-

ined the tasks performed by Americans in hundreds of occupations and ranked those jobs on an ―offshorabilty in-

dex,‖ identifying the jobs most vulnerable to offshoring. While many blue-collar or production jobs have long been 

recognized as offshorable, Blinder’s methodology allowed for an analysis of what workplace tasks in the service 

sectors, including high-paying jobs, were also vulnerable to being offshored. Particularly vulnerable are jobs that 

do not require on-site presence, so that the tasks involved can be accomplished by phone and especially over the 

internet. 

    The analysis conducted by EPI applies Blinder’s methodology and assumptions to run the occupational catego-

ries and job numbers for this state. Blinder was attempting to estimate the number of jobs that were potentially 

offshorable. He found that 29 to 38 million American jobs could be offshored nationwide in the foreseeable future. 

Offshorable Jobs, Continued from Page 3 

Support Fair Trade this Holiday Season! 



Contribute :  

The Minnesota Fair Trade Coalition needs your financial 

support.  We need to push forward in our work to promote 

trade policies that defend and respect all workers, family 

farmers, and the environment from Minnetonka to Mexico.  

Your donation of $25, $50, $100 or more would enable us to 

continue our fight for a just system of trade, and to have in-

fluence on all levels, from the federal government to our 

home state to our local communities.  

  Yes!    

I want to send my financial support the Minnesota 

Fair Trade Coalition.   Checks can be made out to:  

Minnesota Fair Trade Coalition 

2511 Franklin Avenue East 

Minneapolis, MN 55406     
 

Please send me your monthly e-newsletter and action 

alerts!

_________________________@_____________ 

                   (Your Email Address)    

 

2511 Franklin Avenue East 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 

Minnesota Fair Trade Coalition  Support Fair Trade Policies and MNFTC!  

Phone: 612-578-8266 
Fax: 612-333-5891 
E-mail: aranney@citizenstrade.org 

Become a Member:  
As a member of the Minnesota Fair 

Trade Coalition your organization 

will have access to the most current 

trade news as impacts  workers, the 

environment, family farmers, state 

laws and more. You will have the 

opportunity to work with other coali-

tion members to influence your con-

gressional representatives on trade 

issues and promote fair trade at a 

policy level. Your organization will 

have a seat on the MNFTC Steering 

Committee, which determines the 

direction and focus for the organiza-

tion in Minnesota.  
 

To receive information on member-

ship and/or to become a member, 

contact Alicia Ranney (612) 578—

8266 or by email:  

aranney@citizenstrade.org  

Minnesota Fair Trade Coalition 

2511 Franklin Avenue East 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

MNFTC members include: Amalgamated Transit Union Local 1005 Ā AFSCME Council 5 Ā AFSCME Local 34 Ā AFSCME Local 66 Ā AFSCME Local 744 Ā AFTRA-Twin 

Cities Ā American Postal Workers Union St. Paul Area Local Ā BCTGM Local 167G Ā BCTGM Local 267G ĀBCTGM Local 369G Ā Blue Green Alliance of Minnesota Ā Commu-

nications Workers of America District 7 Ā Duluth AFL-CIO Central Body Ā International Association of Machinists Airline Local 1833 Ā IBEW Local 242 Ā IATPAction Ā Labor-

ers District Council of MN & ND Ā League of Rural Voters Ā Minneapolis Regional Labor Federation Ā Minnesota AFL-CIO Ā Minnesota Association of Professional Employees Ā 

Minnesota Farmers Union Ā MN State Council of the International Association of Machinists Ā Minnesota Teamsters Joint Council 32 Ā Minneapolis Area Local American Postal 

Workers Union Ā North Central States Regional Council of Carpenters Ā Red Wing Local AFL-CIO Council Ā St. Croix Valley Central Labor Council Ā St. Paul Regional Labor 

Federation Ā Sierra Club North Star Chapter Ā SE Regional Labor Federation Ā SE MN Alliance of Peacemakers Ā  SEIU Minnesota State Council Ā Trinity Lutheran Church Ā 

UNITE-HERE Minnesota Ā UAW MN State CAP Council Ā UAW Local 2125 Ā  UAW Local 879 Ā USW District 11Ā USW Local 662 Ā Witness for Peace Upper Midwest Ā  
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