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MN Senate DFL Candidates Commit to Fair Trade

The Minnesota Fair policy, if elected to Senate. adopted and enforced in all
Trade Coalition sent out Unfortunately, Senate can- future trade agreements, and
letters requesting all MN didate Norm Coleman de- support a full review of existing
Senate Candidates to respont clined to send any response NAFTA-style trade agreements.
to a series of commitments to the letter. See page 3to read each of the | Art by Ricardo LevinsMorales.
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MN DFL Publicly Reject Colombia Free Trade Agreement

AThe Colombia FTA will have minimal positive

impact for US workers while tying us closer to a

government plagued by drug funded terrorism,

i n the -ReprBety McCollum

statement t o MNFTC to all countries involved.l have seri-T

widespread murder of union organizers, and one [of

worl d. o R (« the United States."

tative Walz repre-
senting the 1st
Congressional
district had similar
sentiments stating,
"Trade is neces-
sary for America,

the highest numbers of internally displaced personsbut these agree-

ments need to be
negotiated in a
way that ensures
they are beneficial

These responses continue to reverberate
in Congressional districts across the
United States. Even the National Council
of State Legislators recently rejected a
resolution to support the flawed trade
deal. Still, the heat stays on high in
many states as Congressional members
hang on the fence or lean in support of
the deal. Now is the time, to contact your
Congressional member to either thank
them for their opposition on Colombia or
urge them to oppose.

Colombia Free Trade Agreement will ous concerns about the dangerous *All members of the House and Senate

have minimal positive impact for U.S. conditions that exist in Colombia for

were asked to submit statements; all ei-

workers while tying us closer to a gov- labor leaders and workers who are ther declined to comment or had not yet
ernment plagued by drefgnded terror-  trying to organize for safer working
ism, widespread murder of union organ- conditions. Until these conditions are
izers, and one of the highest numbers of improved, | don't think this FTA is in
internally displaced persons in the the best interest of either Colombia or

responded to our request at the time of
publication.

Coleman Experiences Alternate Reality of Situation in Colombia

With the election season moving
into full swing, trade continues to be
a hot issue in Presidential candi-
datesd6 speeches.
Trade Agreement (FTA) has given
Democratic candidates the opportu-
nity to shed light on the major prob-
lems in free trade and in particular in
Colombia as it continues to be the
worl dés deadl i est

Pennsyl vani a, Ob &V
also oppose the Colombia Free

strong labor standards in any agree-

me nt we sign, and

not have those standards in an agree-

r ereent with Colombia, a country

whose labor protections can only be

described as dreadfu

DFL Senate Candidates reflected
labor, faith and social justice organi-
zationds over whel
a he situation in Colombia and have
publicly opposed the Colombia FTA.
| By contrast, GOP candidate Norm

Coleman seems to be experiencing an

Trade Agreement if President Bush critic of U.S. policies towards re- alternate reality of the situation in

insists on sending it to Congress pressive governments in Colombia

because the violence against unionsf o r many year s.

in Colombia would make a mockery and abuse of paramilitary groups to

Colombia even as he boasts to hav-
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of the very labor protections that we repress social change movements,tor to oppose Colombia, Coleman left
have insisted to be included in these kill union workers and other social out any acknowledgement of the vio-
kinds of agr e e me ndfosmers is wel ldacumterdenl.
firmed t hat s h e am absolitelypgpmosed tb thet CoeHe wr it es, A am
agreement with Colombia because lombia Free Trade Agreement be- pressed with their commitment to
of that countrydscausd mdreo unipn wdrkery have peotectieg human rights, severing any
against trade uni leenkied m Caombiain the past Colombian links to paramilitary
In Minnesota, the MNFTC sent decade than in any other country in groups, implementing safeguards
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la lence that has plagued the country.
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Pall meyer stated,andl | bawag mbsel bave &g with President Uribe to make
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