
O 
n April 8, President 

Bush, ignoring mas-

sive opposition from 

Democrats, and fair trade 

allies, introduced the Colom-

bia Free Trade Agreement 

(FTA) to Congress. Under 

Fast Track rules, the FTA 

would have to be voted on in 

90 legislative days, effec-

tively forcing a vote on the 

agreement.  It was the first 

time in the history of free 

trade that an agreement was 

pushed forward without bi-

partisan support and without 

the blessing of the Speaker of 

the House.  However, 

Speaker Pelosi, reasserting 

Congressional power over 

international trade asked 

Congress to vote to repeal 

the Fast Track deadline, the 

vote passed .   

While the Colombia FTA 

continues to be strongly op-

posed by many labor, envi-

ronmental, faith and social 

justice organizations, its 

ñmeritsò have been continu-

ally touted by the Bush ad-

ministration in the last sev-

eral weeks. Despite remarks 

by President Bush about the 

death of the FTA, recent 

reports and interviews with 

Speaker Pelosi have con-

firmed that the Colombia 

Agreement is 

not quite dead 

yet.  

The Colombia 

FTA is not just a 

reproduction of 

other failed trade 

policies such as 

NAFTA and the 

WTO, it is 

means of legiti-

mizing a govern-

ment who has 

turned a blind 

eye (if not corroborated) in 

quashing a workers right to 

the organize.  Colombia is 

called the most dangerous 

country in the world for 

union organizers. Virtually 3 

million of its citizens have 

been displaced by violence, 

war and corruption. It is a 

country that has been as-

saulted by a long history of 

violence, kidnappings and 

extrajudicial murders of 

trade unionists, human rights 

defenders and the civilian 

population (Amnesty Inter-

national, 2007). Human rights 

groups have denounced com-

plicity of the Colombian gov-

ernment and paramilitary 

g r o u p s 

whoôve been 

found re-

sponsible for 

much of the 

v i o l e n c e . 

U n f o r t u -

nately, inter-

nal conflicts 

in Colombia 

c o n t i n u e 

into today.  

B e t w e e n 

1991 and 

2007 over 2500 unionists were 

assassinated.  Over 770 civil-

ian, afro-descendent, indige-

nous and peasant farmers were 

killed or forcibly displaced in 

the first half of 2007. As of 

April 30th, there have been at 

least 23 labor union members 

murdered so far in 2008.   

Most Minnesota DFL Con-

gressional members have either 

opposed or publicly denounced 

the deal based on these very 

t e rms . * Rep resen ta t i ve 

McCollum of the Congres-

sional 4th District released a        
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The Minnesota Fair 

Trade Coalition sent out 

letters requesting all MN 

Senate Candidates to respond 

to a series of commitments 

supporting fair trade policy.  

Both DFL Senate Candidates 

Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer and 

Al Franken sent specific 

responses, committing to be 

strong leaders for Fair Trade 

policy, if elected to Senate. 

Unfortunately, Senate can-

didate Norm Coleman de-

clined to send any response 

to the letter.   

Among the commit-

ments, both candidates 

pledged to oppose Fast 

Track trade negotiation 

process, ensure that ILO 

core labor standards will be 

adopted and enforced in all 

future trade agreements, and 

support a full review of existing 

NAFTA-style trade agreements. 

See page 3, to read each of the 

candidateôs  commitments.  

 

MNFTC does not support nor 

indorse any candidate running 

for public office.   
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ñI have serious concerns 

about the dangerous condi-

tions that exist in Colombia... 

Until these conditions are 

improved, I don't think this 

FTA is in the best interest of 

either Colombia or the United 

States.ò Rep. Tim Walz  

MNFTC  strives to 
create, promote 

and sustain a fair and just system of 
trade that supports and protects all 
workers, values family farmers and 
ensures a healthy environment in 
Minnesota, the United States and the 
world.   
 

For more information about our 

coalition and our work see page 6.  
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critic of U.S. policies towards re-

pressive governments in Colombia 

for many years.  Colombiaôs use 

and abuse of paramilitary groups to 

repress social change movements, 

kill union workers and other social 

reformers is well documented.  I 

am absolutely opposed to the Co-

lombia Free Trade Agreement be-

cause more union workers have 

been killed in Colombia in the past 

decade than in any other country in 

the world.  ò Al Franken echoed 

similar sentiments stating, ñThis 

legislation isnôt going anywhere, 

and Iôm glad.  We must have 

With the election season moving 

into full swing, trade continues to be 

a hot issue in Presidential candi-

datesô speeches. The Colombia Free 

Trade Agreement (FTA) has given 

Democratic candidates the opportu-

nity to shed light on the major prob-

lems in free trade and in particular in 

Colombia as it continues to be the 

worldôs deadliest country for labor 

unionists. At their campaign stop in 

Pennsylvania, Obama stated, ñIôll 

also oppose the Colombia Free 

Trade Agreement if President Bush 

insists on sending it to Congress 

because the violence against unions 

in Colombia would make a mockery 

of the very labor protections that we 

have insisted to be included in these 

kinds of agreements.ò  Clinton af-

firmed that she is ñopposed the 

agreement with Colombia because 

of that countryôs history of violence 

against trade unionists.ò 

In Minnesota, the MNFTC sent 

letters to all Senate candidates ask-

ing for their position regarding the 

Colombia FTA.  Jack Nelson-

Pallmeyer stated, ñI have been a 

statement to MNFTC affirming,    ñThe 

Colombia Free Trade Agreement will 

have minimal positive impact for U.S. 

workers while tying us closer to a gov-

ernment plagued by drug-funded terror-

ism, widespread murder of union organ-

izers, and one of the highest numbers of 

internally displaced persons in the 

world.ò Represen-

tative Walz repre-

senting the 1st 

C o n g r e s s i o n a l 

district had similar 

sentiments stating, 

"Trade is neces-

sary for America, 

but these agree-

ments need to be 

negotiated in a 

way that ensures 

they are beneficial 

to all countries involved.  I have seri-

ous concerns about the dangerous 

conditions that exist in Colombia for 

labor leaders and workers who are 

trying to organize for safer working 

conditions.  Until these conditions are 

improved, I don't think this FTA is in 

the best interest of either Colombia or 

the United States."   

These responses continue to reverberate 

in Congressional districts across the 

United States. Even the National Council 

of State Legislators recently rejected a 

resolution to support the flawed trade 

deal.  Still, the heat stays on high in 

many states as Congressional members 

hang on the fence or lean in support of 

the deal. Now is the time, to contact your 

Congressional member to either thank 

them for their opposition on Colombia or 

urge them to oppose.    

*All members of the House and Senate 

were asked to submit statements; all ei-

ther declined to comment or had not yet 

responded to our request at the time of 

publication.  

ñThe Colombia FTA will have minimal positive 

impact for US workers while tying us closer to a 

government plagued by drug funded terrorism, 

widespread murder of union organizers, and one of 

the highest numbers of internally displaced persons 

in the world.ò   - Rep. Betty McCollum  
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strong labor standards in any agree-

ment we sign, and itôs ridiculous to 

not have those standards in an agree-

ment with Colombia, a country 

whose labor protections can only be 

described as dreadful.ò 

DFL Senate Candidates reflected 

labor, faith and social justice organi-

zationôs overwhelming concern about 

the situation in Colombia and have 

publicly opposed the Colombia FTA. 

By contrast, GOP candidate Norm 

Coleman seems to be experiencing an 

alternate reality of the situation in 

Colombia even as he boasts to hav-

ing, ñvisited Colombia three times.ò  

In response to letters urging the Sena-

tor to oppose Colombia, Coleman left 

out any acknowledgement of the vio-

lence that has plagued the country. 

He writes, ñI am continuously im-

pressed with their commitment to 

protecting human rights, severing any 

Colombian links to paramilitary 

groups, implementing safeguards 

related to crop-spraying, and creating 

economic opportunity. I believe it is 

in the U.S. interest to continue work-

ing with President Uribe to make 



Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer Al Franken  
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